Lull   Before   The   Storm
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TOLSTOY FARM was a great blessing to the satyagrahis. It proved to
be a training-ground and a refuge for the passive resisters. Gandhi
directed his activities from there and his selfless leadership was an
inspiration to all the Asiatics in South Africa.
On January 6, 1911 Mr. Quinn, who was unlawfully deported to
Ceylon, returned and immediately proceeded to the Transvaal to
participate in the struggle. On January 13 he went to Tolstoy Farm
to consult Gandhi. On January 19 he was sentenced to three months'
rigorous imprisonment for not possessing the registration certificate.
India continued to take interest in South African affairs but
Gandhi was not satisfied with the stand the Indian press took on the
indenture question. Indian Opinion of February 25 pointed out: "We
have examined our Indian exchanges with great care, in order that
we may be able to give our readers a useful summary of our Indian
contemporaries' comments on the action taken by the Governor-
General-in-Council to stop the further recruitment of Indian labour
for South Africa. But we must confess that we are greatly disappoint-
ed at the manner in which the Indian press has dealt with the matter.
There appears almost universally a spirit of deep exultation that the
Government of India have adopted retaliatory measures against
South Africa. Many journals, too, have pointed out how universal in
India is the cry of an inadequate labour supply. What does this
mean? Nothing more we fear than the regard is heed first to the re-
quirements of the employer, and afterwards, if at all, to the needs of
labour. The indenture system is a lasting shame and humiliation to
the motherland. Indentured labour is a moral blight, whether it
obtains in Fiji, Assam or Natal. We urge India's public men to bend
their efforts towards making a speedy end of it."
A year previously, Gokhale in his speech in the Imperial Council,
had demanded that the recruitment of indentured labour in British